
 
 

In about 1931 Alderman Farrar bought the farmland on which this old house stood.  
He planned to develop the land as a huge housing estate and had plans drawn up 
covering the area from Kent Gardens down to the top of Brooksend Hill.  The Trust 
now holds the plans for this venture.  He even included a piece of Church land in his 
plans, without buying it! 
 
Bedlam Cottage stood right in the midst of his new development, so he gave the 
occupants notice to quit and then, on February 13th 1939, offered the opportunity to 
Thanet Fire Brigades to come and practise their fire-fighting skills on the property.   
  The event was advertised in the local press and consequently there was a good 
crowd of onlookers to watch the demise of this thatched 400 year-old cottage. 


